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-REPORT 


OF THE 


-OFFICE.OF REVENUE AGENT OF STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. ` 
Jackson, Miss., Jan’y 1st, 1877. 
To His Excellency J. M. Stone, Governor of Mississippi : 


I have the honor to submit, as Revenue Agent of the State 


of Mississippi, the following report. I have statements made, 
and have re-examined all of the accounts and settlements 


made by sheriffs under the Abatement Acts, and have obtained - 


from most of the counties statements of county taxes under 
said acts. But I find it very slow work to gather together all 
the details of settlements, to compare settlements of State 
taxes with settlements of county taxes, having taken as basis 
of accounts the assessment rolls, and the settlements with the 
various officers, . : 8 

I have discovered discrepancies which amount to one hun- 
dred and nineteen thousand doliars, some of which, I have no 
. doubt, can be accounted for by negligence of not making up 
the proper records on final settlements with the counties. In 
addition to this amount, I have a large account of erroneous 
sales of lands, and lands. upon which current taxes have been 
paid, which were held by the State at time of payment. 

In examining, I find that officers have been very negligent 
in making final records of settlements in some counties, and in 
a few, in answer to my inquiries, have been informed that no 
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account could be rendered in reference to same, there being no 
record kept. In this particular, I would recommend that in 
final settlements of sheriffs with county treasurers, in addition 
to the requirements now existing, that no account for county 
taxes be closed in full, until after the final settlement of State 
taxes, and that a copy of the settlement of State taxes be filed 
with the chancery clerk as a guide to the settlement of county 
taxes, 

I have made lands, and erroneous sales of lands for taxes, a 
specialty, and have been able, with advice and consent of the 
Auditor, to correct many erroneous sales, and, at the same 
time, to accumulate a large amount of valuable information in 
reference to the collection of taxes on lands held by the State, 
upon which the current taxes should not have been collected, 
and whith have accumulated on the sale list without the own- 
er’s knowledge—the owners having paid taxes regularly, and 
holding the proper officer's receipt for the same, never looking ` 
or having an opportunity of detecting the sale, so long as the 
property is assessed to the rightful owner, and the owner is 
allowed to pay taxes. In this particular ease, instructions 
have been issued by the Auditor to the tax collectors, instruct- 
ing them not to receive current taxes upon any property held | 
by the State for taxes, which calls the owner's attention to the ` 
"aet that his property is held by the State; and many parties 
are sending.their tax receipts to the office and having such 
errors corrected. In this conneetion, I have advertised to 
investigate all erroneous sales for taxes, free of charge. ` 

In many counties the land assessments are very badly made, 
and new assessments-would add to the revenues of the State, 
especially if maps could be furnished to assessors, with all 
lands held by the State for taxes marked on same, together with 
all vacant lands belonging to the State or the United States. 
= These maps could be furnished in a rough state, suitable for 
` the purpose, for about twenty-five hundred dollars, if access 
can be had to the vacant lands in the United States Land 
Office. 

The Assessor's office does not receive that attention it should 
receive. I regard the Assessor of Taxes the most important 
revenue agent of the State, and such provisions.should be made 
as to secure a competent man to fill the place, and his pay 
should be a good compensation; and instead of being on duty 
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for a few weeks, making up regular assessments, he should. be 
on duty the whole year, and should report to the Board of 
Supervisors monthly. ~ 

I would-respectfully call attention to Sec. 19/f “an Act to 
reduce taxes, aud for other purposes,” which provides tor lands 
to be assessed to different persons where two or more owners 
shall claim same land. This provision compels sheriffs to be 
charged with the land tax twice or more, and provides for col- 
lection once, and forbids further collections; which compels 
sheriffs to sell property, even if the taxes should be paid, as the 
sheriff cannot get credit for the taxes remaining unpaid, SS 
by sale of the lands. 

This law, if changed, should require duly one assessment, as 
the fact of lands being assessed to a person does not add to 
his claim, where two persons have a claim to same property. 
And further, in this connection, I would recommend that all 
lands held by the State should be assessed to the State, and the 
assessor should not be allowed to assess otherwise; and that 
whenever the State shall give a tax title to lands, the person 
holding the same should have a preference as to ussessment. 

And I find. a great many erroneous sales of lands caused by 
privite surveys, and the officers not having the information 
necessary to correct same; the land in such cases remaining 
assessed by old description, and again Being assessed by the 
new description. I would recommend that no assessment shall 
be authorized by a new survey and altered description, except 
when a copy of the survey is filed in the chancery clerk’s office. 

In connection with lands held by the State for taxes, there 
seems to be a mistrust in reference to titles to lands held by 
the State, and if this could be removed, I think the State could 
make a further reduction of the State tax of one mill, or even 
more. I would recommend that provision should be made for 
the speedy reimbursement of purchasers of tax lands, in all 
cases where the titles are set aside by the proper courts, and 
not require the purchaser to wait until appropriation shall De 
made. 

The requirements of the revenue laws are too various to ` 
meet with approval by the public, or strict compliance by the 
officers, at a glance, and changes have been made so often, that 
officers frequently scarcely understand the same before they 
are changed. The present law has not had a trial, and, in my 
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opinion, should remain as it is, except in cases where necessity 
demands a change, or an error has crept into it. 

In one case, „where an error was discovered, the sheriff came 
forward immediately and settled the same. I have many 
accounts now made out, and quite a number in the hands of 
sheriffs for examination, with a prospect of adjustment. 

Iam preparing a list of all land redemptions in the various 
counties, also a list of all privilege taxes collected, which I 
will send to the several counties, end have the counties can- 
vassed, for the purpose of ascertaining collections which have 
not been reported and paid over. 

I could make a detailed report, and give names of many offi- 
cers whose accounts are not correct in settlement, especially 
where the settlements of the State tax and settlements of 
county taxes are compared; but I find, in some instances, that 
the sheriffs can explain and account for the same, and that the 
records do them an injustice. "Therefore, I think it would be 
wrong to do so, until they should have an opportunity to ex- - 
plain or settle the same. 


JNO. H. ECHOLS, 
Revenue Agent. 


